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Introduction

The discourse surrounding liberal values and their interaction with Islamic identity is a
complex and multifaceted issue that has gained increasing prominence in contemporary
society. As global conversations about inclusivity, equality, and cultural identity intensify, the
intersection of these themes within Islamic communities reveals a nuanced landscape. This
article aims to explore the phenomenon of pseudo-liberalism, particularly within Islamic
contexts, where individuals espousing liberal ideals often adopt a selective approach to
inclusion and acceptance. Such pseudo-liberal attitudes highlight a broader struggle over
identity, values, and the future of coexistence between differing worldviews.

At the heart of this inquiry lies the concept of pseudo-liberalism, marked by a selective and
inconsistent application of liberal ideals such as equality, freedom of expression, and respect
for diverse communities. While these ideals are often championed as universal, their
defenders frequently exhibit a striking double standard when it comes to Islamic values.
They advocate tolerance, inclusivity, and respect for difference, yet withdraw these very
principles when faced with Islamic moral or cultural frameworks. In doing so, liberalism
becomes skewed toward a Western-centric pseudo-liberalism, one that often reflects not
genuine pluralism but a form of cultural bias, or even latent hostility toward Islamic thought.
This phenomenon calls into question the authenticity of such liberal commitments and
reveals the ideological imbalance underlying contemporary liberal discourse.

The introduction of liberal values into Islamic contexts is not without its challenges. While
these values promote ideals such as personal freedom, gender equality, and individual
rights, they often clash with traditional Islamic teachings and cultural practices. This friction
can result in a duality of identity among Muslims who navigate between their religious
convictions and societal pressures to conform to liberal norms. As discussed in the
subsequent chapters, this duality is influenced by historical, social, and political factors that
shape the lived experiences of Muslims today.

This article seeks to illuminate the complexities of navigating the intersection of liberalism
and Islamic values, highlighting the importance of understanding and respecting differing
identities and beliefs. By critically examining the phenomenon of pseudo-liberalism, we aim
to encourage a more nuanced discourse that embraces both liberal ideals and the rich
heritage of Islamic teachings. In doing so, we hope to contribute to a more inclusive dialogue
that acknowledges the depth and diversity of experiences within Islamic communities while
advocating for a future where all voices can be heard and respected.



Chapter 1: The Historical Context of Liberalism

1.1 The Emergence of Liberalism

Liberalism as a political and philosophical movement emerged during the Enlightenment in
Europe, characterized by a profound shift in thought regarding individual rights, governance,
and the role of the state. Key philosophers such as John Locke, Immanuel Kant, and John
Stuart Mill laid the groundwork for liberal theory, promoting ideas of individual freedom, the
social contract, and utilitarianism. Locke, in particular, argued for the natural rights of
individuals, positing that life, liberty, and property were inalienable rights that should be
protected by governments.

The historical context of liberalism is rooted in the reactions against absolutism and
feudalism, where monarchs wielded unchecked power and individual rights were virtually
non-existent. The Enlightenment thinkers, advocating reason and empirical evidence, sought
to dismantle these structures, championing the principles of democracy, equality, and justice.
The culmination of these ideas was evident in pivotal events such as the American
Revolution (1776) and the French Revolution (1789), which embodied the transition from
monarchical rule to a system grounded in popular sovereignty and the rule of law.

1.2 The Evolution of Liberal Thought

Over time, liberal thought evolved, incorporating different schools of thought and responding
to various societal changes. Classical liberalism, for instance, emphasized limited
government intervention in personal and economic affairs, promoting laissez-faire economics
as championed by Adam Smith. Smith argued that free markets would naturally regulate
themselves through the “invisible hand,” leading to prosperity and innovation. This emphasis
on individualism and market freedom contrasted with the later developments of social
liberalism, which arose in response to the inequities brought about by industrialization and
capitalism.

Social liberalism sought to address the shortcomings of classical liberalism by advocating for
social justice and government intervention to ensure equitable opportunities for all
individuals. Thinkers like John Dewey and T.H. Green emphasized the role of the state in
promoting the welfare of its citizens, arguing that true freedom could only be realized when
individuals were provided with the necessary means to pursue their goals. This evolution
reflects liberalism's capacity for adaptation and redefinition in response to changing social
dynamics and challenges.

1.3 The Global Spread of Liberalism

The 19th and 20th centuries saw the global spread of liberal ideas, particularly as European
powers expanded their influence through colonization. Liberalism became intertwined with
nationalism, as colonized nations began to seek independence and self-determination based



on the principles of freedom and equality espoused by liberal thinkers. However, the
reception of liberalism in non-Western societies was complex and often fraught with tension.

In many cases, the imposition of Western liberal values was met with resistance, as
indigenous cultures sought to preserve their unique identities and values. For instance, in
India, the introduction of British legal and educational systems, while promoting liberal
ideals, also led to significant social upheaval and the marginalization of traditional practices.
This tension between Western liberalism and local traditions laid the groundwork for the
emergence of nationalist movements that sought to reclaim cultural identity while navigating
the influence of Western political ideologies.

1.4 The Challenges of Liberalism in Non-Western Societies

The introduction of liberalism into non-Western societies raised critical questions about the
compatibility of liberal values with local customs and religious beliefs. In Islamic societies, for
example, the liberal emphasis on individual autonomy and secularism often conflicted with
communal values and religious obligations. This tension was particularly evident in the 20th
century as countries in the Middle East and North Africa underwent significant social and
political transformations.

The decline of colonialism and the subsequent rise of nationalist movements created a fertile
ground for the discussion of modernity and tradition. Intellectuals in these societies grappled
with the question of how to integrate liberal principles into a framework that respects Islamic
values. Thinkers such as Sayyid Qutb and Ali Shariati emerged as prominent voices
advocating for an interpretation of Islam that could coexist with modernity, albeit through a
critical lens of Western liberalism. They argued for an Islamic revival that emphasized social
justice and community welfare, challenging the Western model of liberalism.

1.5 The Contemporary Landscape of Liberalism

In the contemporary context, the dialogue between liberalism and Islamic values continues
to evolve, reflecting the complexities of globalization and the rise of transnational
movements. The emergence of global communication networks has facilitated the exchange
of ideas, leading to the proliferation of various interpretations of liberalism and its application
in diverse cultural contexts. However, this has also resulted in the emergence of reactions
against perceived Western hegemony, as seen in the rise of Islamist movements that reject
liberal secularism in favor of a return to religious governance.

The tension between liberalism and conservatism within Islamic societies can be observed in
various social and political movements. Some individuals advocate for a synthesis of liberal
values with Islamic principles, arguing for a form of governance that upholds individual rights
while respecting religious beliefs. Others, however, view liberalism as a threat to their
cultural identity and seek to reinforce traditional values in opposition to Western influences.
This dynamic interplay continues to shape the discourse surrounding the role of liberalism in



Islamic contexts, highlighting the need for an ongoing examination of these ideological
conflicts.



Chapter 2: Islamic Values and Cultural Identity

2.1 Understanding Islamic Values

Islamic values are deeply rooted in the teachings of the Quran and the Hadith, which
together provide a comprehensive framework for ethical conduct, social justice, and
community welfare. While these sources establish the foundations, their specific
interpretations and applications have historically evolved through scholarly debate (Figh) and
the influence of governing bodies, leading to variations among communities and schools of
thought. This dynamic interaction between scholars, governments, and the people forms a
continuous feedback loop where religious principles are interpreted by scholars, reinforced
through governance, and lived by individuals, creating a balance between adaptability and
continuity within Islamic societies.

At the same time, Islamic identity is not only collective but deeply personal. The beliefs,
moral codes, and social norms, ranging from modesty (haya’) and charity (sadagah) to the
principle of amr bil ma‘raf wa nahi ‘anil munkar (enjoining what is right and forbidding what is
wrong), are matters of sincere conviction that shape the daily lives of Muslims. These are not
merely components of a political or legal system but reflections of faith internalized by
individuals. Yet, they also extend outward, binding people together through shared practices
such as prayer (salah), fasting (sawm), and pilgrimage (haijj), which cultivate a sense of unity
and belonging within the Ummah, the global Muslim community. Thus, Islamic values sustain
both a personal moral compass and a collective social identity that reinforce one another
across generations.

2.2 The Role of Islamic Values in Shaping Identity

The significance of Islamic values in shaping cultural identity cannot be overstated. They
provide a framework for social norms, legal systems, and interpersonal relationships. For
instance, the principles of justice and equity are not only integral to personal ethics but also
foundational to Islamic legal traditions (Shari'ah), which emphasize fairness and the
protection of individual rights.

Islamic teachings also promote a strong sense of family and community, often prioritizing
collective well-being over individual desires. This communal ethos is reflected in various
aspects of life, from communal prayers to charitable activities, where individuals are
encouraged to contribute to the welfare of others. Such practices foster a shared identity
rooted in common values, enhancing social cohesion within communities.

Moreover, Islamic values have played a vital role in shaping artistic expressions, literature,
and cultural practices across diverse regions. Islamic art and architecture, characterized by
intricate designs and calligraphy, reflect spiritual and cultural dimensions of Islamic
teachings, reinforcing the connection between faith and identity. Thus, Islamic values
contribute to a rich cultural heritage that continues to evolve while remaining anchored in
traditional beliefs.



2.3 Challenges Faced by Islamic Communities

Despite the deep-rooted significance of Islamic values in shaping cultural identity, modern
Islamic communities face growing challenges in preserving these foundations. Globalization,
secularization, and cultural imperialism have introduced competing ideologies that often
conflict with traditional Islamic principles. The increasing influence of Western norms related
to gender roles, individualism, and materialism has further complicated efforts to maintain
Islamic moral and cultural identity. Misconceptions of Islam as a monolithic faith and
persistent stereotypes in global media have also contributed to misunderstanding and
marginalization of Muslim communities.

For many Muslims, this tension creates a dual sense of identity as they navigate between
their faith-based values and the pressures of conforming to liberal social expectations. This
struggle highlights the need for a more balanced and authentic dialogue between Islamic
and liberal perspectives, one that allows coexistence without eroding cultural and religious
distinctiveness.

2.4 The Intersection of Islamic Values and Modernity

The relationship between Islamic values and modernity is complex, characterized by both
tension and potential synergy. While some perceive modernity as a threat to traditional
values, others argue for a reinterpretation of Islamic teachings to align with contemporary
realities. This perspective is particularly evident in discussions surrounding women's rights,
education, and governance.

For instance, the growing advocacy for women's rights within Islamic frameworks challenges
seemingly traditional gender norms while emphasizing the importance of social justice.
Scholars such as Amina Wadud and Leila Ahmed have argued for an interpretation of Islam
that promotes gender equality, drawing on Islamic texts that support women's rights. Such
interpretations illustrate the potential for Islamic values to adapt and respond to
contemporary issues while preserving their core principles.

2.5 Globalization and Cultural Identity

Globalization has further complicated the dynamics between Islamic values and cultural
identity. On one hand, it offers opportunities for cultural exchange and dialogue, enabling
Muslims to engage with diverse perspectives and ideas. On the other hand, globalization
poses a risk of cultural homogenization, threatening the distinctiveness of Islamic identity in
the face of overwhelming Western influences.

The challenge lies in balancing the benefits of globalization while safeguarding cultural
heritage. Many Muslim communities are actively engaging in efforts to preserve their
traditions and values amid these changes. For example, the revival of interest in traditional
crafts, music, and literature serves as a means of reaffirming cultural identity and resisting
the pressures of cultural imperialism.



Furthermore, the digital age has transformed the ways in which Islamic values are
expressed and shared. Social media platforms provide a space for Muslims to articulate their
identities, share cultural practices, and engage in global conversations about faith and
values. This digital engagement can empower individuals and communities to reclaim their
narratives while fostering solidarity across borders.



Chapter 3: The Dynamics of Pseudo-Liberalism

3.1 Defining Pseudo-Liberalism

Pseudo-liberalism refers to a superficial or selective adherence to liberal values, where
individuals or groups advocate for inclusivity, tolerance, and equality only when these align
with their own cultural or ideological preferences. This selective application of liberal
principles often exposes underlying biases and personal agendas rather than a genuine
commitment to universal human rights. In the context of Islamic communities, pseudo-
liberalism frequently manifests in the form of critiques directed primarily at Islamic practices,
while simultaneously neglecting or overlooking the broader cultural and moral frameworks
that define Muslim identity.

This phenomenon reflects an inconsistency in the application of liberal ideals. Those who
identify as liberal may champion the rights of specific marginalized groups, especially those
aligned with Western notions of progress and individualism, while showing limited empathy
or even open hostility toward expressions of Islamic values. Such selective advocacy calls
into question the sincerity of their commitment to pluralism and equality.

It is important to recognize that pseudo-liberals not only fail to extend support to Muslim
communities but at times also contribute to their marginalization. They often advocate for
diversity, freedom of expression, and freedom of religious practice for other groups, yet
adopt a markedly critical stance when these same freedoms are exercised within an Islamic
framework. For instance, when a woman chooses to wear revealing or Western-style
clothing, it is celebrated as an act of personal freedom and empowerment. However, when a
Muslim woman chooses to wear modest or traditional attire, such as the hijab or nigab, it is
frequently interpreted as a sign of oppression or indoctrination, even when the choice is
made independently. This double standard highlights a deeper ideological bias, wherein
Islamic values are treated as inherently incompatible with modern liberal ideals. Ultimately,
such attitudes reveal that what is often presented as liberalism may, in practice, be a
selective and exclusionary interpretation of it.

3.2 Motivations Behind Pseudo-Liberalism

Several factors contribute to the rise of pseudo-liberalism, particularly in the context of
Islamic communities. One significant motivation is the desire to assert a personal or
ideological identity that aligns more closely with Western liberal ideals. Many pseudo-liberals
may have internalized Western values through education, media, and cultural exposure,
leading to a rejection of traditional Islamic principles as they view them as incompatible with
modernity.

This internal conflict can result in a personal vendetta against conservative or religious
values, particularly those associated with Islam. As pseudo-liberals navigate their identities,
they may gravitate toward selective advocacy that allows them to reinforce their position
while simultaneously discrediting those who adhere to more traditional Islamic practices.



This selective lens creates a dichotomy where liberal values are only championed when they
align with personal biases against Islam, fostering an environment of hypocrisy and
exclusion.

Furthermore, pseudo-liberalism may be motivated by social or political aspirations.
Individuals may seek to gain favor within certain social circles, often dominated by
progressive or secular ideologies. By adopting a pseudo-liberal stance, they position
themselves as allies of marginalized groups, enhancing their social capital and visibility in
activist spaces. However, this often comes at the expense of genuine inclusivity, as the same
individuals may dismiss or undermine conservative Islamic perspectives in favor of their own
narratives.

3.3 Selective Advocacy in Pseudo-Liberalism

The hallmark of pseudo-liberalism is its selective advocacy, characterized by a willingness to
support specific causes while disregarding others that may challenge personal biases or
beliefs. This phenomenon is particularly evident in discussions surrounding LGBTQ+ rights,
women'’s rights, and freedom of expression in Islamic contexts.

For example, pseudo-liberals may vocally advocate for LGBTQ+ rights in predominantly
Muslim societies, highlighting the perceived oppression faced by non-Muslims or LGBTQ+
individuals. While the intention to promote inclusivity is valid, this advocacy often overlooks
the complexities of Islamic perspectives on sexuality and gender. Many conservative
Muslims may have valid reasons for their beliefs, grounded in their understanding of
religious texts and cultural traditions. However, pseudo-liberals tend to dismiss these
perspectives as archaic or bigoted, thereby undermining the opportunity for constructive
dialogue.

Conversely, when conservative Islamic voices face marginalization, pseudo-liberals may
remain silent or even contribute to the oppression of these voices. For instance, individuals
who champion freedom of expression may criticize Islamic practices while simultaneously
advocating for the protection of non-Muslim beliefs. This selective application of liberal
principles creates a paradox, where true freedom of expression is only afforded to those who
align with specific ideologies, effectively marginalizing a segment of the population that may
hold different views.

The paradox of pseudo-liberalism becomes most evident when individuals who claim to
champion liberal freedoms use those very ideals as a weapon against Islamic values.
Islamic communities, rooted in the Quranic principle of “enjoining what is right and forbidding
what is wrong”, often maintain close-knit social structures that emphasize collective moral
responsibility over individual autonomy. However, pseudo-liberals, many of whom may have
internalized Western notions of individualism through education, media, and capitalist-driven
cultural exposure, tend to perceive this communal ethos as restrictive or regressive. When
they find themselves unable to fully express or normalize Western-centric values within such
settings, they often invoke liberalism as a defense against perceived social constraints. Yet,



the hypocrisy becomes apparent when these same individuals, upon gaining influence or a
dominant voice in discourse, reverse their stance and begin prescribing what constitutes
“‘moral progress” or “liberation,” particularly in critiquing conservative Islamic practices. In
doing so, they adopt the very moral policing they once condemned, using liberal rhetoric to
justify the marginalization of Islamic norms. This inversion reveals that their commitment to
liberalism is not about universal freedom, but rather about asserting ideological dominance
under the guise of enlightenment.

3.4 Implications for Islamic Communities

The dynamics of pseudo-liberalism carry significant implications for Islamic communities,
particularly concerning social cohesion and identity preservation. By fostering an
environment of selective advocacy, pseudo-liberalism exacerbates divisions within
communities, creating an "us vs. them" mentality that undermines mutual respect and
understanding.

Within Islamic communities, the rise of pseudo-liberalism can lead to a rift between
conservative and progressive factions. Conservative Muslims may feel alienated and
marginalized, perceiving pseudo-liberals as betraying the values that underpin their identity.
This division can hinder collaborative efforts to address pressing issues within the
community, such as poverty, education, and social justice. Instead of fostering inclusivity,
pseudo-liberalism often perpetuates a culture of exclusion and hostility, leading to further
polarization.

Moreover, pseudo-liberalism can distort the public perception of Islam, contributing to
stereotypes and misunderstandings that further alienate Islamic communities from broader
society. When pseudo-liberals emphasize the shortcomings of conservative Islamic practices
while ignoring the diversity and richness of Islamic values, they inadvertently reinforce
negative narratives that portray Islam as monolithic and inherently intolerant. This
misrepresentation can hinder efforts to build bridges between Islamic and non-Islamic
communities, limiting opportunities for dialogue and collaboration.

3.5 A Contextual Understanding of Liberal Values

To navigate the complexities of pseudo-liberalism, it is essential to adopt a contextual
understanding of liberal values. Liberal principles, particularly those imported from Western
societies, may not always align with the cultural and historical realities of Islamic
communities. This divergence raises questions about the universality of liberal values and
their applicability to diverse cultural contexts.

A key aspect of this discussion is the recognition that Islamic values may offer alternative
frameworks for understanding justice, equity, and community welfare. For example, Islamic
teachings on social justice emphasize the importance of addressing inequality and poverty,
which can resonate with liberal ideals while maintaining fidelity to Islamic principles. By



fostering a dialogue that honors both Islamic and liberal values, it becomes possible to
create a more inclusive and respectful framework for advocacy and social change.

Additionally, contextualizing liberal values within the framework of Islamic teachings can
facilitate a more nuanced understanding of the challenges faced by Islamic communities.
Instead of imposing external ideologies, it is crucial to engage in a dialogue that respects the
cultural heritage and values of Islamic societies. This approach not only enriches the
discourse but also fosters mutual respect and understanding between diverse communities.



Chapter 4: The Intersection of Liberal Values and
Islamic Identity

4.1 Understanding Islamic Identity

Islamic identity is characterized by its foundational elements, which include religious beliefs,
cultural practices, and historical narratives. Central to this identity are the values derived
from the Quran and Hadith, which shape the ethical framework for Muslims. However,
Islamic identity is also influenced by local cultural norms and practices, allowing for a degree
of flexibility and adaptation over time.

For instance, the practice of Islamic law (Sharia) varies widely across different regions and
communities, reflecting the cultural contexts in which Muslims live. This adaptability suggests
that Islamic identity can respond to contemporary issues while maintaining its core
principles. Yet, certain values, such as the sanctity of life, the importance of justice, and the
pursuit of knowledge, are deeply entrenched and cannot be easily challenged.

4.2 Understanding Liberal Values

Liberal values, rooted in the Enlightenment tradition, prioritize individual rights, equality, and
rational discourse. These values advocate for personal freedom and the pursuit of
happiness, often emphasizing the importance of questioning traditional norms. However, the
lack of a singular, universally accepted foundation for liberalism can lead to a more fluid
interpretation of values, which some may argue results in a lack of depth.

In many cases, the application of liberal values can appear selective, particularly in contexts
where they conflict with established cultural or religious norms. For example, pseudo-liberal
advocates may push for the acceptance of LGBTQ+ rights within Islamic communities while
disregarding the cultural and religious significance of Islamic teachings on sexuality and
gender roles. This selective advocacy can foster resentment and reinforce divisions rather
than promote understanding.

4.3 Reconciling Islamic and Liberal confrontation

It is evident that both liberal and Islamic value systems possess moral depth and intellectual
merit. Each framework offers its own vision of justice, freedom, and human flourishing, while
also facing internal contradictions and interpretive challenges. However, the more pressing
concern in contemporary discourse arises from the increasingly confrontational stance
adopted by segments of modern liberal thought, particularly pseudo-liberalism, toward
Islamic values and practices.

This is not to deny the existence or gravity of religious extremism, which remains an
undeniable problem within certain contexts. Yet, unlike religious fundamentalism, which is
broadly recognized and condemned, the more subtle form of ideological aggression
displayed through pseudo-liberalism often escapes scrutiny. In the name of progress and



inclusivity, it tends to marginalize Islamic perspectives and dismiss them as incompatible
with modernity. To move toward genuine reconciliation between liberal and Islamic
frameworks, it is first essential to confront this imbalance honestly and acknowledge pseudo-
liberalism for what it is, a distortion of liberal ideals that undermines the very pluralism it
claims to defend.

4.3.1 The Historical Roots of Liberal Superiority

Liberalism, often celebrated as the hallmark of modern freedom and progress, carries a
historical burden that cannot be ignored. Its evolution is deeply intertwined with the rise of
nationalism and colonialism, particularly during the British imperial era. Under the guise of
civilization and moral reform, the British imposed their own ethical framework on colonized
societies, asserting that Western values represented the highest form of human progress.
This fusion of liberal ideals with colonial ambition established a hierarchy of morality, one
that justified domination in the name of enlightenment.

4.3.2 Liberalism and the Myth of Moral Universality

At the heart of liberal thought lies an implicit assumption of moral superiority. By claiming
universality, liberalism often defines itself as the ultimate standard of morality, relegating
alternative moral systems to the realm of the “primitive” or “regressive.” This dynamic
produces what may be called "intellectual colonialism”, a form of cultural domination that
seeks to reform others’ ways of life according to Western ethical sensibilities. While the
intent may appear noble, it ultimately erases the moral agency of non-Western societies by
positioning them as subjects to be corrected rather than civilizations with their own internal
logic and values.

4.3.3 The Problem of Moral Authority

While moral progression and the condemnation of inhumane practices remain vital for any
society, the liberal approach to morality often oversteps by assuming the authority to define
what constitutes progress. The problem lies not in the desire for improvement but in the
presumption that only the Western liberal model holds the blueprint for moral advancement.
This mindset fosters the new kind of hegemony, one that replaces colonial governance with
ideological dominance, dictating what is right and wrong based on Western experience and
context.

4.3.4 Islam and the Question of Progress

Discussions surrounding the “modernization” of Islamic societies frequently miss a critical
distinction: Islam is not a man-made ideology open to limitless reinterpretation, but a divine
framework grounded in revelation. Its principles, defined by Sharia, provide clear moral
boundaries, flexible in their application yet absolute in essence. Calls for progress within
Islamic societies must therefore emerge organically from within, guided by the Qur'an and
Sunnah, not imposed from external frameworks that disregard the divine nature of Islamic
law.



4.3.5 Internal Reform and the Need for Cultural Distinction

Islam has a long tradition of self-reflection and internal reform, addressing issues such as
justice, education, and women’s rights well before Western influence entered the Muslim
world. However, for progress to be genuine, it must distinguish between religious principles
and cultural practices. Islam, as a divine system, possesses the capacity for renewal (tajdid)
within its own parameters, while cultural customs remain subject to critique and evolution.
True progress, therefore, involves a revival rooted in authentic Islamic thought, free from
external ideological interference and the pressures of Western cultural dominance.

4.3.6 Moral Progress from Within, Not Without

The real challenge lies in recognizing that moral development must originate from within a
community’s own moral and spiritual framework. When liberal values are externally imposed,
they cease to be liberating and instead become instruments of cultural subjugation. For a
liberal to dictate how others should live, dress, or believe, especially in non-Western
contexts, is a continuation of colonial arrogance, not its antidote. Genuine liberalism would
respect moral plurality and cultural autonomy, whereas pseudo-liberalism cloaks hegemony
in the language of freedom. True progress, in the Islamic sense, is not about imitation but
about renewal grounded in revelation, allowing societies to evolve while remaining faithful to
their divine moral compass.

4.4 The Need for Harmony

To create a more inclusive society, it is essential to establish a framework for harmony
between liberal values and Islamic identity. This requires recognizing that both perspectives
hold validity and that constructive dialogue is necessary to navigate differences.

4.4.1 Mutual Respect and Understanding

True liberalism encourages the questioning of inequalities and injustices, including those that
may exist within Islamic communities. This is a valuable aspect of liberal thought, as it
promotes inclusivity and social justice. However, it is equally important for liberals to respect
the deeply rooted cultural and religious values that shape Islamic identity. This respect is
essential to avoid alienating Muslim communities and creating an atmosphere of conflict.

Conversely, Muslims should acknowledge the concerns raised by liberal advocates about
potential marginalization of non-Muslim identities. Acknowledging these concerns does not
require abandoning Islamic principles; rather, it promotes a more nuanced understanding of
coexistence and acceptance.

4.4.2 The Role of Engagement

Engagement between liberal and conservative perspectives can lead to a constructive
dialogue that fosters understanding and cooperation. Rather than viewing each other as
adversaries, both sides should recognize the value in exploring areas of common ground.



For instance, discussions around social justice can benefit from the insights provided by
Islamic ethics, which emphasize compassion and justice. Likewise, Islamic communities can
learn from liberal approaches to governance and human rights, enhancing their
understanding of contemporary issues.

4.4 Challenges to Harmony

While the need for harmony is clear, several challenges may impede progress. The presence
of pseudo-liberal advocates who adopt a confrontational stance toward Islamic values can
create barriers to dialogue. This confrontational approach not only alienates conservative
Muslims but also undermines the possibility of meaningful engagement.

Additionally, the rigidity displayed by some conservative Muslims can perpetuate
exclusionary practices, limiting the ability of liberal advocates to engage in constructive
dialogue. This hegemony may inadvertently marginalize non-Muslims and those within the
Muslim community who seek to embrace a more inclusive interpretation of Islamic values.

4.6 Pathways to Progressive Collaboration

To move toward a more harmonious relationship between liberal values and Islamic identity,
both sides must commit to mutual respect and understanding. This involves recognizing the
contributions that each perspective can offer to the broader discourse on social justice,
equality, and community cohesion.

4.6.1 Inclusive Dialogues

Creating inclusive forums for dialogue can facilitate the exchange of ideas and promote
understanding. These dialogues should encourage participants from both sides to share their
perspectives on social issues, cultural practices, and ethical dilemmas. By fostering an
environment of respect and openness, participants can explore the complexities of their
identities without feeling the need to compromise their core beliefs.

4.6.2 Collaborative Initiatives

Collaborative initiatives that focus on common goals, such as community development,
education, and social justice, can help bridge the divide between liberal and conservative
perspectives. By working together on shared objectives, individuals from both sides can
cultivate relationships built on trust and respect. This collaboration not only enhances
understanding but also promotes a sense of shared responsibility for creating inclusive
communities.



Conclusion

The interaction between liberal values and Islamic identity represents one of the most
significant moral and philosophical dialogues of the modern age. While both frameworks
advocate for justice, equality, and human dignity, their divergence lies in their sources of
authority, reason and human autonomy in liberalism versus divine revelation and moral
accountability in Islam. The emergence of pseudo-liberalism, however, distorts this dialogue
by promoting a selective and often hypocritical interpretation of liberal ideals. In its tendency
to celebrate pluralism while rejecting Islamic perspectives, pseudo-liberalism undermines the
very principles of freedom and inclusivity it claims to uphold.

Yet, the challenge is not insurmountable. True liberalism, when understood in its most
authentic form, values moral diversity and the right of all communities to define their own
ethical frameworks. Similarly, Islam, through its teachings of justice, compassion, and
respect for human dignity, possesses the capacity for dialogue and coexistence without
compromising its divine foundations. What is needed, therefore, is an honest and balanced
engagement, one that transcends ideological superiority and recognizes the legitimacy of
differing moral systems.

A meaningful coexistence between liberal and Islamic values depends on mutual humility,
the willingness of liberals to accept that their ideals are not universally absolute, and the
openness of Muslims to engage with global discourses from a position of confidence rather
than defensiveness. Only through this reciprocity can we move beyond pseudo-liberal
posturing toward a genuinely pluralistic world, one that honors freedom not as a tool of
conformity, but as a space for authentic moral diversity and mutual respect.
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